odern Merthyr Trdfl s based on 2 seres ol

villapes that grew in sige around their local

ironworks and coal mines, names like
Penydarren, Dowlais, Penrrebach, Cyfarthfa arc
cxamples - gradually fusing 1o form, by 180, the largest
rwn in Wales. People poured in from other parts of Wales,
then from England, and later sull, from Spain, Laly and
Ireland in search of well-paid work and prospeniny in what
became a boom town.

Mo place in the Ringdom oy tnoreased sn meach 1k
trade and  populanby ... as Herdhye™

Merthyr Trdfil’s name denves ffom the Tatn wond
‘martyrium’ or burial place of Tydfil, daueghter of the
Welsh pringe, Brvchan. Conirary 1 popular belief,
there is no evidence that she was martyrod for her
belicts though she was a saintly wornan and Merchyr
Tydfil means the grave or church of Twdfl, not Tydhl
the mariyT.

Merthyr Twdfl began as a small villape inhabired by
shepherds and farmers but then guickly expanded asa
cluster uf separate villages arourd the tronworls in the
area,

Epidemics and terrible social condinons were 4 result
of this rapid uaplanned expansion. The large number
of workers combined with a variety of strong religious
groups made Merthyr "I'ydfil a focal pomt for polineal
activity and workers nghts.

The combination of diminishing local raw matenals
{which incressed extraction costs), greater competition
from abroad and worldwide economic recession
resulted in the gradual decline and shurdowm of firstly,
iron and steclmaking, then later coal minming. This created
long term high unemployment and powerty,

Im 19735 six gut of 10 men in the Merthyr Tvdfil Borongh
were uncmploved and an gverage of shout 1,000 people a
yeur 16t the area. This decline was bricfly checked by the
demand for raw materas in the two World Wars.

- By 1802, Merthyr Frdfil was the lanrest amal Sistes) privwing
towm in Wales with 3 popuston of almoesy 10,000, eight tmes
the pupulsticn of Cardifl.,

- In 1850 thers wore an amazing 3005 pubs and bier houzés m
Merthyr Tydfl, 1 for every 24 onses,

= Just before the second waorld war, i the lare 1930z, a peporr
sugrested that the whole of Merther Tydfil should he abandoned
and the population movod to the ooast of the Uzsk Yalley Brcdusd
of the massive unemployment snd derelicoon,
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Merther Tedfil's besy High Stveet duviniyg (he T8N contrir,
Fepd Faowr brysur Motbon Frelfeed we v Thedd Gomdf,

Erbyn 1802, Merthir Tudiul oudd ¥ deél Tasaf ping Mghyimr & mr
el oyl gyl myda pholiogaer o taa L0000, wych meraith
prablogaerh Caerdpdd.

Y 1850 moedd cynifer & 505 o dfarnu o Uhi swre vy Mesthye
Tudful, un wm bob24 o i ; ;
Yohidig cin v ail rpfel hid, s diwedd ¥ 193080, awgrimoadd
adraddiad ¥ dylai:Merthyr Tudful 1 mad el en dilew o Samed »
boblomaeth atyr arfordr new 1 Ddyllven Wesg obetvydd ve hel]
dudiweithidra ' direwind v,
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ae Merthyr Tudiul heddis’n scilicdig ar gyfres o
bentre a dylidd o peempas eu giveithfzrdd
haearn lleol a'r gweithferdd glo - masz snaau fel
Ponvdarren, Towlais, Pentre-bach, Cyfarchta yo
enghreiffaan - ac vo raddol ym dod &t ei gilydd @ grew’s drel
Poryal vine Mphivinru erbyn 1801, Brddal pobl wn Lhfo i
imewn o rannau eraill o Gemru, yna o Toegr, ac yn
ddivweddarach wedyvn o Sbaen, vr Eidal ac Twerddon
chwilio am waith am gyllow dda a Dwyddiane mewn tref
fyniannis, -

Draw’r enw Merthve Todful o't gaiv Lladin ‘martyrom?,

neu foddrod Tudful, merch v Tyvwwsop Brychan, ¥n
prroes 1 gred arferol, docs dim oystiolacth idoh guel e
merthyre am ei chred o ei bod yo feech sanctaidd, ac
mac Merthve Tudful wn golveu bedd neo eglwys
Tudtul, nid Tudfal v merthyr,

Nechreundd Merthyr Tudiul el pencref bach o
fugeiliaid a flommwr ond yna dechrenndd ehango’n
pylvrn [el vwe 0 benreefi ar wahan o gwmpas ¥
gweithferdd hacam yn yr andal.

Canlyniad v owf oyflym di-drefn bun oedd plau ac
amuoduu cvmdeithasol dychrenllvd, Boedd v nifer fawr
¢ weitwyr vinghyd ag anywiacth o grapian crelyddol

eyl v molvpu bod Merthyr Todful yo ganollbysomt ar
grfer pweithgarwch gwleidvddol o hawliau gweithiwer.
Oherwydd cyfuniad o ostyngiad mewn defnvddiau
crai (g olvendd esostau cloddio aweh), mwsr o
gvstadlenacth o wledvdd tramor a dicwasgiad
economaidd ar hyd a lled ¥ byd fod dirreiad graddal
wiedt digwydd a chan wedyn,
wimhlith ¥ diwydidnnan
hacarn 4 dur, ac vna ynoy
pweithferdd o,
Crolygodd hynny
ddiweithdea a
thlodi mawse dros

gvinod hir,

During the Mecdusiried Revolution fierdlics of ofl eotlonefities
arined i Mevthyr Tedfil fonlaeg for work,

Vi yated y Charldvo Dirgedaerreo! Soeddbied focfosdd o Sob canedl
i dad i Farthyr Tiedful 1 cheoilio am warth.
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Distance: 3 miles (5km} Time: 1% hrs.
Start at Merthyre Tydfil railway station. :

Peliter: 3 milltir (Skm) Amser: 1'% awr
Dechreuwch yng Ngorsaf Reilffordd Merthyr

1 E=xir Statior at insin entrance, torn righe and
follow paverment along Srativn Car Park towards
the Cilove and Shears Public House.

L Ar the Raitwar bridee, cross the road and head
Ieft past the Pub,

L Crose the next rodd inle Alma Strocs, contnie o
the top of the Street then tum Teh (Opposite
Hawthorn Hotel), :

4 Continue o the end of the road (Tum up to the
nght to view Jewish Svoaeoerue) and hear 166
down the bl (Tuarn left into Lewer Thomas
Steeet 10 view the Gorhie stvle former Unirarian
Chapel then rejoin the Trail).

5 Tum dght st the juncton opposite 'y Gwen
Centze (On right S1 Davids Church, Merthye
Librarv, Old Town Hall, Hope Chapel. On leff
Wesley Chapel),

t Cootnoue staight on past raffic ights (On rght

Trevithick Monument, £1d Theaire).

Ar the Old Theatre cross main road and turn left

(Bietracing vour sleps b the raffc lighes),

- Head nght into Pontmorlaiz Bead. Conringe
straight on, crossing the River Taff then taking the
nexe path on the gl (Joseph Parry’s CGottage on
right). Continue round te réjoin main road.

% Croes the road at the signal contmel crossing,
leading left oo Nantrewenith Sireet,

I Turn right ar the Three Homeshoes Public House
then first left,

11 "Paen left dotwn steps. Turn right to view Yoysfach
Engine House then rejoin the Trail,

15 Turm el then immediatels right down steps.

It Turn right past Merthyr College and head for the
foothridge,

4 Turn left over foobodge into Shopping Centre,

15 Take Escalators down then head straight on 10 the
Bus Station.

16 Tum rght and join the High Streer.

17 Turn eght (Take & loft then the next cight o view
the former Post Office and Sorting Office then
rejoin the Trail).

1 Continue to the end of the High Street, With St
Tydfil's Chureh to vous ripht, torn left passing the
Eohert and Tucy Thomas Commermuorative
Feoundation on the left.

1% Wall under the Railway bridpe and tum lef back
o the Railway Station (Od Coure o the dght).

.I'J,rn}' ' chwith heibio’s Palam,

“yria’r cvntaf i'r chwith.

! Troweh it chwith yna'n unaon Pt dde 1 lasr v
1. Trowch 11 dde habio Coleg Moerthyr ac ancln at v
Trewseh 1'r chiwith dros v bont at ¥ Ganelfan

CBwieh i lawr o bvd v grisiau codi fna ymlasn an

Fhaech allun o'r Cdrsal wrth o bof froedfa, oowech
i'r dde a dilynweh v palmant ar hyd Parc Cer yr
Orsaf toa Thofam Glove and Shears.

Worth bent y Bheilifondd crocsweh v flordd ac i

Croeswoh v ffordd nesaf 1 Abma Street. eweh
ymlaen 1 ben v Siopd gc vma 't chwith Ly u.,,,\\\
Cberbyn & Cowesty Hawihorn)

Exwrch vmlacn 1 ddiwedd v ffordd (troweh @ dde 1
weld ¥ Synagog Tddewigy ac it chwith 1 lawr v
rhiw {ioevwch 0 chawnh 1 Lower "Thomas Streat
weld yr hen Gaopel Undodaidd ar ddull Cothis,
ma'n 4l gt ¥ Llwvbe,

Triswich i'r dde with v pellordd gyelerbm &
Chanolfan T% Gorvn, (A v dde, Baluye Diewi
Sant. Llvfreell Morthyr. Hen Menadd = Diref,
Capel Hape). (Ar y chadth, v Capel Wesles,
Fiweh ymlaen heibio’s golevadan coalfip. CAr v dde
Cafeb Trovithick. ¢ Hen Thearr)

Werth yr [len Theatr croesweh o hrif fordd a thros
it chwich fewcl v 6l at v goleuadau wrafliz).

Tk 1'r dde 1 mewn 1 Pontmisrlais Rasad, BEweh
yn eich hlaen ar draws Alvo ‘Tal vnai'r ail levhr
ar ¥ dde (owrthyn Joseph Parry ar ¥ dde). Ewch vn
eich hlaen 1 ilymiuna & bl fordd,
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Croeswel v fordd weth v proesfon i rerddisyT ad
it chwith 1 mewn 1 Mantygwenith Sweet

Troweh ' dide wrth Dalam Three Horseshoes
|

T

Troweh e chwith 3 Tawr y gristan, (Troweh ' dde Three H'-"ri"_ﬁl‘mﬂﬁ Hion

1 weld TF Peident Yays-lach ur v dde, yoa'n 06
¥ Llwvbr},

TN

bont droed.

Siopa;

wr Orsaf Brsian. [

Yoyslagh |

Trivwch i dde ac 1 mewn 1 THigh Sireet. Engine
Troweh i'r dde. (Trowch i°'r chowith vna’r nesaf ar
wodde 1 weld yr hen Swyddia Tt a’r Swrvddia
Dididoli vnd’n &l oty Liwvbe).

Tiwch vinlaen i ddiwedd Iligh Sirest, Wrih Dghays
y Santes Tudful'ar y dde, toweh 3t chwith gan
fynd hieibia M,_mi Coffa Roberr a Lucy Thowmas ar
v chwith. :

Bwehio dan bont v Bheilfordd a throi'n ol i'r
chewith ar yr Orsaf Beilfordd, (Yr Hen Lysacy
ddey. - '
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